
 
District Instruction Materials Committee Minutes 
October 9, 2018 
Shoreline Center, Professional Library 

 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Maria Stevens called the District Instruction Committee Meeting to order at 9:09 a.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Amy McClellan, Eric Caldwell, Geneva Norton, Anne Dame, Margaret Cassady, Maria Stevens, 

Hanna Mazur, Ron Jones 
Absent: Amy Vujovich, Andrew Lohman, Kari Bonallo, Kelly Flynt, Dr. Tanisha Brandon-Felder, Cynthia 

McConnelee, Joanna Freeman, Wendy Friedman, Chrisy Francescutti 
Guest: Erin Colbert, ELA teacher, Shorecrest High School. 
 
1.0  Approval of Minutes 
 
The minutes of the May 23th, 2018 meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
2.0  DIMC Annual Launch 
 
To shape the work of the DIMC committee for 2018-19, Maria Stevens outlined the following discussion points: 

• Decision-Making 
• DIMC Purpose  
• DIMC Process 
• Timeline (DIMC/PACT) 

 
Decision-Making 
The committee has clarified the following:  

• Once the debate on a motion is concluded, the Chair then calls each option: “All in favour?”; 
“Opposed?” or “Abstaining?” 

• When abstaining - notify committee at outset of discussion (an abstain vote is equal to a “no” vote) 
• Once a clear majority (80% or above) has been ascertained, the motion is declared and the meeting 

can move onto the next item of business. 
 
Amy McClellan made a motion to approve the decision-making process guidelines. Geneva Norton seconded 
the motion. 
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DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 8 votes. 

 
DIMC Purpose  
 
The purpose of DIMC is referenced in Policy 2311 and DIMC “Handbook”. Committee 
discussed the shift in instruction approach, material use and format of materials (e.g. transition from 
print to digital) driving the need to make revisions in the following areas: 
 

• Communication between the District and community about DIMC purpose and process 
• Making material approval process  and expectations more cohesive, straightforward and transparent for 

teachers 
• Staying compliant with State/Policy requirements  

 
DIMC Process 
 
To streamline the current DIMC process, documentation and help achieve improvement in the areas 
mentioned above, Maria Stevens has invited DIMC members to form the sub-committee.  
 
Geneva Norton moved the motion to form the sub-committee. Margaret Cassady seconded the motion. 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 8 votes. 
 
Interest to participate in the DIMC subcommittee can be expressed via this link. 
 

Timeline (DIMC/PACT) 

 
Maria Stevens has noted that DIMC and PACT are interconnected a there might be a need to add additional 
DIMC meetings driven by PACT.  
 
Reinforcing strict submission deadlines provides the committee/community members opportunity to review the 
materials and receive feedback in a timely manner. 
 
Committee has expressed the need to be more transparent about the DIMC process and the materials under 
review to make it more comprehendible to the public. Although the titles going through DIMC approval are 

http://web.shorelineschools.org/school_board/policy_manual/content/2311.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11J6rwb-RPX7A5or4S4OGrIqlwM5rg25c/view
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TFceG8AF4WxcRPrtJnP0gUpFnAbhv32n5pOcxW5CPnY/edit?usp=sharing


already available for public to review, moving forward, submissions in process will be additionally posted on the 
DIMC website. 

 
Review of English Language Arts Material  
 
3.1 The Stars Beneath our Feet, David Barclay Moore 
 
The Stars Beneath our Feet is a novel submitted and presented by Amy McClellan. It is to be used for 
English/Grades 7-8 and would fall within the Supplemental to Core category.  
 
This submission was prompted by the need to introduce more diverse books appropriate for 7th grade students.  
ELA committee expressed no concerns about the title, describing it as highly engaging and age-appropriate for 
7th grade students. Although race is not a main theme, The Stars Beneath our Feet positively depicts racial 
diversity evoking empathy and understanding in students.  
 
Anne Dame moved the motion to adopt The Stars Beneath our Feet. Geneva Norton seconded the motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 8 votes. 

 
Review of English Language Arts Material  
 
3.2 Piecing Me Together, Renée Watson 
Piecing Me Together is a novel submitted and presented by Amy McClellan. It is to be used for English/Grades 
7-8 and would fall within the Supplemental to Core category.  
 
Just like The Stars Beneath our Feet , this submission was prompted by the need for more diverse books 
appropriate for 7th grade students.  
 
The novel tackles issues around race and identity depicting teens using communication to bridge 
understanding of each other. Although there are some general age-appropriate references to sex: (p. 34, 82, 
129) as well as vernacular (strong language), the ELA articulation committee expressed no concerns and has 
recommended approval of the title.  
 
Geneva Norton moved to approve Piecing Me Together. Ann Dame seconded the motion. 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 8 votes. 

 
Review of English Language Arts Material  
 
3.3   All American Boys, Jason Reynolds, Brendan Kiely 
All American Boys is  a novel submitted by Andy Kidd, and presented by Erin Colbert, Shorecrest English 
teacher. It is to be used for English/Grades 9/9Honors, and would fall within the Supplemental to Core 
category.  



 
Written in tandem by two award-winning authors, the novel shares the alternating perspectives of two white 
men (one black and one white) inspired by recent controversial events and the national firestorm over 
police brutality. 
 
Per Erin Colbert, this submission was driven by the need to add more current young adult fiction: students find 
most books currently offered are outdated, not engaging and do not represent their reality. 
ELA articulation committee found the title highly engaging and developmentally appropriate for 9th grade, 
emphasizing great dialogue and powerful scenes throughout the book. Concerns of the committee included 
references to drinking and use of vernacular as well as to the way the females are objectified. Committee 
emphasized that pre-teaching and building background knowledge around controversial issues are essential in 
preparing the students to understanding the novel.  
 
Gevena Norton motioned to approve All American Boys, Jason Reynolds, Brendan Kiely. Amy McClellan 
seconded the motion. 
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 8 votes. 

 
Review of English Language Arts Material  
 
3.4   The Hate U Give, Angie Thomas 
 
The Hate U Give is  a novel submitted by Andy Kidd, and presented by Erin Colbert, Shorecrest English 
teacher. It is to be used for English/Grades 9/9Honors, and would fall within the Supplemental to Core 
category.  
 
The committee has found the text developmentally appropriate for 9th grade. The The Hate U Give offers 
different cultural perspectives and complex and dwells on timely issues around race, community and identity. 
Although there was concern about the length of the book (500) to cover during class, the format and the style 
of writing make The Hate U Give an easy, engaging read. Additional feedback of ELA articulation committee 
included the use of vernacular and some sexual overtones (age-appropriate).  
 
Amy McClellan motioned to approve The Hate U Give. Margaret Cassady seconded the motion. 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 8 votes. 

 
3.5  Born a Crime, Trevor Noah 
 
Born a Crime is a novel submitted by Andy Kidd, and presented by Erin Colbert, Shorecrest English teacher. 
It is to be used for English/Grades 10/10Honors, and would fall within the Core category.  
 
The submission is driven by the need to refresh texts around the current curriculum with emphasis on cultural 
perspectives (Springboard). Erin Colbert pointed out that that the controversy of the book engages teenagers; 
the novel honors perspective of a person from a mixed cultural background who is able to accomplish in spite 
of adversity.  



ELA articulation committee’s notes encouraged further discussion of the title during the DIMC committee 
meeting. Although the text offers great discussion points and is relatable, especially to growing population of 
racially mixed families in Shoreline, it is an adult novel written with strong use of vernacular, and a need to be 
aware of complex issues related to race, culture and religion.  
 
Pages194-199 have raised concern that the text may be interpreted as anti-Semitic. However, after discussing 
further and receiving feedback from Jewish members in the community, DIMC has concluded, that the 
controversy represents the ideal of perspective and power and does not support anti-Semitism. As such, would 
be appropriate for 10th grade students. 
 
Both Erin Colbert and Amy McClellan mentioned the novels  “Zeitun” and “Things Fall Apart” (approved 
curriculum) have similar themes but are lacking relevancy and engagement with our students.  
The committee agreed that Born a Crime may offer students a sense of belonging through funny narrative, but 
emphasized the need of pre-teaching around controversial topics of race, culture and religion. 
 
Amy McClellan motioned to approve Born a Crime. Eric Caldwell seconded the motion. 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 8 votes. 
 

Dr. Tanisha Brendon Felder, Director of Equity and Family Engagement, has reviewed all the submissions and 
expressed no objections to the decisions of the DIMC committee to approve the titles. 
 
Adjournment:  11:01 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  Topic 2.0 of the agenda has been updated to better reflect the content. 
 


